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This book examines the result of the 23 June 2016 UK referendum on leaving the EU where 51.9%

of the eligible voters who voted chose to leave. Politicians and media have stressed not only that

leave means leave, but also that much of the British voting public was motivated to vote leave by

issues of immigration and border control. Guild investigates how the issue of EU citizenship became

transformed into a discussion about immigration through four themes: the negotiations between the

UK and the EU before the referendum; the nature of and difference between British and EU

citizenship; the issue of third country national family members and the fears incited by the

referendum in light of the rejection of expertise.
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Elspeth Guild is a Jean Monnet ad personam Professor of Law at Queen Mary University of London

as well as at the Radboud University, Nijmegen the Netherlands. She is also a senior researcher

fellow at the Brussels based think tank the Centre for European Policy Studies and a partner at the

London based law firm Kingsley Napley.
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